The Bloody Assize
with favour Pollexfen's legal points  and  snubbing the
Attorney-General and the Crown lawyers*
But it was obvious to Charles, and indeed to all men of
sense, that the evidence of spies of this class could but too
easily be used by party opponents. Sir John Talbot, who
had given evidence for Rosewell, went to the King and
told him boldly that a gentleman and scholar was in danger
of his life through evidence on which he would not hang a
dog, " Sir," he said, " if your Majesty suffers this man to
die, we are none of us safe in our houses*'5
The King sent for Jeffreys, and that astute expert saw
not only that a motion for arrest of judgment would be a
handy way out of his muddle, but the procedure would
give him much entertainment in teasing the Crown
Counsel over the alleged incompetence of their indictment.
Lawyers love to exhibit the frailties of their neighbours.
It was for this reason that Jeffreys invited his old friend
Pollexf en to be the assigned Counsel for Rosewell Pollexfen
was a match for all the Crown lawyers in quibbling over the
Latin of an indictment. I fancy it had been drafted by
young North, brother of the Chancellor, who was much
disliked by Jeffreys. For when he as junior asked to be
allowed to say a word after his leaders had ended, Jeffreys said
facetiously, "Ay, Sir, let every man be heard, in God's
name," and almost immediately afterwards snuffed him
out by telling him it was " so loose a hung-together indict-
ment as truly I have scarce seen." On which Mr Attorney
sprang up to protect his junior, and they went at it again
hammer and tongs.
All this is only interesting to lawyers, who in their own
day have observed with amusement personal contests of their
colleagues on the Bench and at the Bar, who are thinking
more of scoring points in a game of skill than of advancing
the interests of their clients* One wonders what poor
Rosewell, whose life hung in the balance, thought of the
jargon and malice of these mighty men of law.
124